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of unimportant details, and originality. These ideals may
grow out of a discussion of the factors that make a picture
artistic, and may be acquired from observation of good color
combinations and significant form in works of art in muse-
ums, books, or classrooms.
In the second place, the teacher can refer to the good
points in the drawings of each member of the class. The
best work of other children frequently stimulates rather than
discourages creative imagination.
In the third place, the teacher may assist the child and
rely upon the class to stimulate the need for learning art
principles and technics by pointing out certain technics and
helping him to discover certain principles that make it
possible for him to show others the idea he has in mind.
For example, one class began of their own accord to draw
birds. The drawings bore little resemblance to the genus
bird. One looked like a hybrid horse and ostrich. The
teacher then called attention to a recent exhibit of birds
which the children had seen, asked them how the bird's
head compared in size with the rest of the body, and by
means of several ovals and a few simple straight lines
showed them how the essential form of birds might be used
in the creation of a work of art.
In the fourth place, adverse criticism should generally be
avoided. The child himself soon begins to be discouraged
concerning his ability td translate his ideas into art forms,
and criticism at this point is apt to end his artistic efforts.
Children should derive a positive satisfaction from their
efforts at expression in art media.
In the fifth place, freedom and originality on the part
of each pupil should be encouraged by providing a variety
of art media with which he may work and allowing instruc-
tion to grow out of his free expression in drawing, construe*
tion, design, and color.
Many aduks frankly say "I simply can't draw," and deny
the possibility of improving artistic aptitude by training.
In all probability they are mistaken. When artistically in-
ferior children have followed a ' 'special program of instruc-